Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 JAKART 12833 210851Z 
20 

ACTION EA-06 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO INR-05 NSC-05 NSCE-00 PM-03 

DODE-OO PRS-01 SP-02 /037 W 

062460 

R 210748Z OCT 75 
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AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

SECRET JAKARTA 12833 

LIMDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR MY ID 

SUB J : SITUATION IN MALAYSIA 

1. WHEN I SAW PRESIDENT SUHARTO OCTOBER 20 ON KOREAN 
ISSUE HE SAID HE WISHED TO ACQUAINT ME WITH INDONESIAN 
REASSESSMENT OF SITUATION IN ASEAN COUNTRIES. 

2. IMMEDIATELY AFTER FALL OF VIETNAM. INDONESIA ENTER- 
TAINED SERIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT ABILITY OF THAILAND TO 
MAINTAIN ITS FREEDOM. INDONESIA GENUINELY FEARED 
THAILAND MIGHT BE FIRST OF "DOMINOES." SINCE THEN, HOWEVER, 
THAILAND HAS SHOWN GREATER INHERENT STRENGTH. REAL OBJECT 
OF CURRENT INDONESIAN CONCERN IS MALAYSIA. 

3. ACCORDING TO SUHARTO, MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT IS NOT 
DEALING WITH SERIOUS INSURGENCY SITUATION IN MANNER WHICH 
LIKELY ENHANCE "NATIONAL RESILIENCE." WHILE TRYING TO 
DEAL WITH SECURITY PROBLEM, THEY ARE NEGLECTING MEASURES 
TO BRING VARIOUS RACIAL FACTIONS OF COUNTRY CLOSER TO- 
GETHER. IN FACT. SOME MEASURES ARE ACTUALLY INCREASING 
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FUNDEMENTALLY NOT RECEPTIVE TO OUTSIDE ADVICE. 

4. SUHARTO STRESSED WEAKNESS IN MALAYSIA MAKES US 
SUPPORT FOR THAILAND AND INDONESIA EVEN MORE IMPORTANT. 

5. SUHARTO SAID HE IS SEEING MALAYSIAN PRIME MINISTER 
EARLY IN NOVEMBER AND WILL SEEK TO IMPRESS HIM WITH 
SERIOUSNESS OF SITUATION. 

6. COMMENT: REMARKS ON MAMLAYSIA PRECEDED APPROACH BY 
PRESIDENT SUHARTO ON REVISION OF OIL CONTRACTS AND MAY 
HAVE BEEN INTENDED DRAMATIZE FACT THAT SITUATION IN 
REGION STILL PRECARIOUS AND US HELP STILL NEEDED. 
NEVERTHELESS, IT IS CLEAR HE AND OTHER INDONESIANS DO 
HVE GENUINE WORRY ABOUT WHAT THEY CONSIDER TO BE DRIFT 
IN MALAYSIA. NEWSOM 
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